Fringed myotis | Myotis thysanodes

The distribution of the fringed myotis encompaises most of
western Morth America from Brtish Columbia o seuthern
Besioo, Orver much of its range, M. thaanedes oocaples middle
elevations through a variety of desert, grassland, and woodland
habirars. Coasal populatons ooour in boer-elevation woodlands
and some reconds indicare forays into kigh-elevation foress.
mhlﬁdmyﬁsuwptnﬂthwmdmrnﬁsm.
all of which vend 1o be high-elevanon forest bams, Myotis
thysanodes has the shortest ears and oceupies the lowest eleva-
thons in this group. Iis wings are short and broad, indicaring
oanveuverable, bow-speed flight The wing membranes ane
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thick and very resistant to punctares, which further suggests a
foraging strategy of flying within the vegetation canopy and
gleaning inscces from plant surfaces. Physiological smdies in-
dicate that M. ehysanades has a great deal of controd over body
remiperature regalation and can fly at low ambient and body
REfApEranane,

The fringed myotis forms maternity colonies in caves, mine
mannels, and buildings, These are occupied solely by females
and their young. Males appear to roost alone. Females emer
the rrl.lt:mi:r-mlut,inl:.t: April and leave h':,r[:l.lz&ph:mb:r
Far deposition prior to the aummn exodus suggests thay the
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colamy moves to a hiberneculum, Presumably these hibe rma-
thon sites are at lower elevations; individuals probably hiber
nate tor short periads interspersed with some ndghts of activiny
Wisthin a roost, individaals sebect sites in the open, rather than
crevices. Clusters of individuals tend to shift sites within the
roost perindically in response o temiperanare changes o dig-
rurbance, Human disturbance can cause abandonment of the
roost sie.

e summer colony of Fnged myots exits the roast at sun
grt and refurns at dewn. Dunng lactation, teo oo nen aduls are
always present in the roos to care for the young. Although o
varbery of indect species are eaten, small beetles are selected
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mire than 70 percent of the tire, These insects appear m be
gleaned from vegetation surfsoes, a highly specalized foraging
behavior.

Copulation begins in late Apel. Pregnancy lasts berween 50
anad 60 daye, and & single voung is born berween lave June and
early July. The neonate is huge in propartion to the mother, at
22 percent of her body mass and 54 percent of her voral lengrh,
Females deposit newborns in a separate roost ste and only
wizit them to nurse or 1o assist young i distress. fuveniles grow
rapidly and are capable of fligh an 16,5 days of age. Body mea-
surernents of young are indistinguishable from those of adules

bew 21 daws oof age, Banding srudies indicare life spans of up oo 11
YEArs,

Fringed myotis live in a wide range of habitats and eleva.
niona. Common co-extsting bats melude the southwestern myo-
s, California ryotis, western small-footed myotis, long-eared
myotls, western red bar, hoary bat, silver-haired ba, wesiern
pipistrelle, big brown bat, spotted bat, Townsend 's big-cared
bar. Allen's 'hdg-:imd. Tat, pnl'li.d bat, Brazilian free-taibed bat,
and big free-tafled bar. M. |l O'Fareell

Size ol hairs on the: posiersar edge of the a8 Miptia thraeodied tyvienodes, central Meaicd i
Females have longrr heads, badies, anid marmbrane firitixh Columbia, and chrough most of the
forearms than males. western Unived Staces including Wishing.

Tustal lenggh: RO (89} mm fiLatus o, Chregum, ldaha, Calilornia, Nevada,
Length of wail: 35-45 (39 men Common Utah, Wyoming, Colorado, Arizona, Mew
Length of foeearms: $0.3-49.3 (42.8) mn Metion, and wes Tegas
Weight: 8.0-11.8 (88 g Subapecies

Mipatii ehe fesl dEreci, O hleamn Relerenies
Idenification Myets dryasadis pehaapoa, Mack Hils, Mammalian Speacs 137; Paraddiso and
This species can be distinguished by s Lirge Soah Dakota Greenhall, 1967, Redbaker eral . 1983

ware | H-20 mim) and the well-deeloped fnege
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